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Ms. Jean Picker Firstenberg, Chairperson

Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee

United States Postal Service — Stamp Development
1735 N. Lynn Street, Suite 5013

Arlington, VA 22209-6432

Dear Ms. Firstenberg:

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously at its meeting of
April 14, 2009 to support the issuance of a Japanese American World War I
commemorative postage stamp to honor the significant contributions of Americans of
Japanese ancestry who served in our nation’s military during World War II.

More than 20,000 Japanese Americans served in the United States Armed Forces
during that war, despite the fact that approximately 110,000 Japanese Americans were
removed from the West Coast and detained in internment camps. Thousands of them
volunteered for military service from these camps. Many Japanese American soldiers
served in the 100" Infantry Battalion, 442" Regimental Combat Team, which was one
of the most highly decorated units for its size and length of service in our nation’s
history. This unit alone received more than 18,000 awards, including 21 Medals of
Honor, 560 Silver Stars, 4,000 Bronze Stars, and 9,486 Purple Hearts. Many other
Japanese Americans served in the Military Intelligence Service where they used their
knowledge of Japanese language and culture to translate captured documents, monitor
radio transmissions, and interrogate prisoners of war, producing invaluable intelligence,
which shortened the war and saved countless lives.

We, therefore, urge your support for the proposal to issue a commemorative postage
stamp to honor the contributions and sacrifices of Japanese American World War I
soldiers.
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We appreciate your consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

DON KNABE |
Chaldrman of the Board
Supervisor, Fourth District
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LORIA MOLINA MARK RIDLEY-TAHOMAS
Super\nsor First District Sué)e isor, Second District
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ZEV YAROSLAVSKY MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Supemspr, Third Distr, Supervisor, Fifth District
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Members of the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee

Bailar, Benjamin F.
Former Postmaster General; Postal History Stamp Collector

Brick, Cary R.
Retired U.S. Congressional Staff; Adjunct Professor of Government and History

De Varona, Donna
TV Sports Commentator; Olympic Swimming Champion; Select Director of the Board, U.S. Soccer

Firstenberg, Jean Picker (Chariperson)
President Emerita, American Film Institute

Gates, Jr., Dr. Henry Louis
Alphonse Fletcher University Professor, W.E.B. Du Bois Institute for African and African-American
Research Harvard University

Harris, Sylvia
Information Design Strategist & Graphic Designer

Helfand, Jessica
Graphic Designer; Author; Senior Critic, Yale School of Art; Partner, Winterhouse Studio

Heyman, I. Michael (Vice Chairperson)
Chancellor Emeritus, University of California, Berkeley; Secretary Emeritus, Smithsonian Institution

Hotchner, John M.
Department of State-Consular Affairs Representative; Philatelic Writer; Editor; Lecturer; and Judge; Past
President of American Philatelic Society

Malden, Karl
Actor; Past President Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences

Mondale, Joan A.
Patron of the Arts; Former Vice Presidential First Lady

Pedersen, B. Martin
Chief Executive Officer and Creative Director Graphics, Magazine

Rodriguez, Clara E.
Professor of Sociology, Fordham University; Author
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April 16, 2009

Mr. John E. Potter

Postmaster General and Chief Executive Officer
United States Postal Service

475 L'Enfant Plaza, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20260

Dear Mr. Postmaster General:

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously at its meeting of
April 14, 2009 to support the issuance of a Japanese American World War I
commemorative postage stamp to honor the significant contributions of Americans of
Japanese ancestry who served in our nation’s military during World War IL.

More than 20,000 Japanese Americans served in the United States Armed Forces
during that war, despite the fact that approximately 110,000 Japanese Americans were
removed from the West Coast and detained in internment camps. Thousands of them
volunteered for military service from these camps. Many Japanese American soldiers
served in the 100" Infantry Battalion, 442™ Regimental Combat Team, which was one
of the most highly decorated units for its size and length of service in our nation’s
history. This unit alone received more than 18,000 awards, including 21 Medals of
Honor, 560 Silver Stars, 4,000 Bronze Stars, and 9,486 Purple Hearts. Many other
Japanese Americans served in the Military Intelligence Service where they used their
knowledge of Japanese language and culture to translate captured documents, monitor
radio transmissions, and interrogate prisoners of war, producing invaluable intelligence,
which shortened the war and saved countless lives.

We, therefore, urge your support for the proposal to issue a commemorative postage
stamp to honor the contributions and sacrifices of Japanese American World War II
soldiers.



Mr. John E. Potter
April 16, 2009
Page 2

We appreciate your consideration of our request.

Sincerely,
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DOl KNABE
Chairman of the Board
Supervisor, Fourth District

LOF{IA MOLINA MARK RIDLEY-THOMAS
Superwsor First District Supervisor, Second District
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